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Baruch salutes freshmen Friends lists may
leave you lonely
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
LEISURE EDITOR

“I use MySpace about three
hours a day,” says Margaret Lajara,
Berkeley College senior.
“I think that’s a long time but
it’s fun. I look forward to the comments, messages, changing my
layout and music. If I have a friend
who’s not close to me, I find it easier to send a message than to call,”
she continued.
As social networking websites
like MySpace.com and Facebook.
com, and technology like text messaging become increasing popular, college students find it easier
to communicate online or to text
rather than talk on the phone or
have face-to-face interaction.
While these websites or text messages provides instant communication, it is actually making college students lonelier.
A recent study by the American
Sociological Review found that the
average American had only two
close friends or confidantes. This
number has dropped from three
close friends in 1985.
Many students are not surprised by the results of the study
that. Students have lots of acquaintances, but not necessarily individuals whom they can
call close friends. They agree that
social networking websites are to
blame since they allows students
to have lots of “friends” online

n Freshmen enjoy
Baruch Beginnings
BY JACK TEBELE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As the month of August comes
to an end, another semester
becomes a reality for returning
Baruch students. However, for
Baruch’s freshmen, the ending of
summer signifies the beginning
of one of the most important
phases of a young adult’s life,
welcomed in by the anual convocation ceremony.
Each year, Baruch holds
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BY EHAB ZAHRIYEH
On July 12, 2006, Lebanon’s
Hezbollah and the State of Israel
began a month-long war against
each other. The war cost Israel approximately 150 casualties, mostly
soldiers, with some damage to
buildings in Northern Israel from
Hezbollah’s Katyusha rockets. It
cost Lebanon approximately 1,100
casualties, mostly civilians, and
the destruction of much of its infrastructure—airports, apartment
buildings, roads—from Israel’s airraid campaign. One of our own
Baruch College students witnessed
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Heat wave shuts down VC
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
FEATURES EDITOR
VICTOR CHU AND ROBERT BENIMOFF I THE TICKER

Students enjoying the welcome celebration at the Baruch Beginnings Fair.

Baruch student tells her
story of war-struck Lebanon
STAFF WRITER

that they don’t ever call or see in
person. Meanwhile, others feel
that these sites help students who
are shy or don’t have the nerve to
make friends in public.
Classes, work, homework, relationships and extracurricular activities also make life more difficult
for the average college student to
maintain many close friendships.
Therefore, most college students
find it easier to keep in contact with
friends online. Instead of calling a
friend, students opt to write them
a message or write on their wall on
Facebook and MySpace.
“I use Facebook all the time
and text message everyday. I prefer text message than calling because it saves energy. Once you
start calling, conversations get really boring,” says Umme Habiba,
junior.
The king of social networking
sites is MySpace with 95 million
users, according to USA Today. It
was reported as the Internet’s most
visited site. Myspace lets people
join for free, create their own pages along with specified layout and
music, complete profiles, multiple
photos, blogs, messaging capabilities and unlimited friends.
Facebook was launched in
February 2004 and is based in Palo
Alto, CA, according to comScore.
This social networking site is focused on high school and college

the war first hand. Sara Bohsali
talks to us about her experience in
Lebanon during the war, how she
escaped it, and her opinion of Israel and Hezbollah.
Ehab Zahriyeh: Salamu alakum, (peace be upon you) Sara,
and welcome back to the United
States. I am very happy you made
it back safe. Thank you for your
willingness to do this interview
at such a devastating time. When
did you go to Lebanon?
Sara Bohsali: I arrived there
on May 30 of this year.
EZ: What was the purpose of
your trip?
SB: To see my husband and my

LEISURE

family.
EZ: Are you Lebanese yourself?
SB: Yes.
EZ: Were you born in Lebanon?
SB: No, I was born here in
New York.
EZ: Do you often go to Lebanon?
SB: Recently yes, every summer and winter for the past two
years.
EZ: When were you scheduled to come back to the United
States?
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“When I got to 24th and Lexington and saw yellow tape at the
doors, I was wondering what happened. Those are the tapes you
usually see on crime scenes,” said
Nir Buchler, a political science
major. However, there was no
crime happening at Baruch that
morning of Aug. 3. Instead, due
to the unbearable heat wave and
its effect on the electrical feeders
in the neighborhood, Baruch College was officially closed for the
day after just one session of morning classes.
“Later, [I] got a text message
from Baruch saying that all classes
during this day were cancelled,”
said Buchler.
According to Con Edison, on
Aug. 2 the company set the record for peak electricity demand,
reaching 13,141 megawatts at 5
p.m., topping the record of 13,103
megawatts they set just the day
before. In fact, five of Con Edison’s
all-time top-10 peak-load and
send out records have been set
this summer.

Covering War: Satelite images
of Beirut before and after.
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A Baruch security guard informs
students of the campus shutdown.
That Thursday at 9 a.m., Con
Edison sent out a general news
release urging their customers on
the east Side of Manhattan, mainly
their largest consumers of
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News
Freshmen get acquainted with the college
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
orientation activities and events in
order to assist the students in transitioning from high school to college.
On Tuesday, August 29, Baruch
College held convocation activities for more than 1,000 incoming
freshmen. T.E.A.M. Baruch volunteers were situated outside Mason
Hall in the 23th Street building in
order to direct, but more importantly welcome the students to
their new home.
The convocation activities were
led by various noteworthy staff
members of the college including
President Kathleen Waldron, and
notable students such as student
body president Bernard Banks, as
well as other academic speakers.
Students were asked to imagine
what their “ideal” resume would
look like in four years and were then
encouraged it to make it a reality.
Towards the latter part of convocation, the freshmen listened to
a speech from Chris Hedges, the
author of the novel War Is A Force
That Gives Us Meaning, the book
that all freshmen were assigned to
read over the summer.
Hedges spoke about how certain countries, races, nationalities
or groups of individuals decide that
what they believe is right and everything else is wrong.
He also voiced his thoughts by
saying that certain countries and
people become addicted to war like
a drug. They become satiated by its
log of events. This book, however,

VICTOR CHU AND ROBERT BENIMOFF I THE TICKER

The Baruch Beginnings Fair took place on the first and second floors of the VC.
has been very controversial among
the student body, inciting debate
and strong opinions.
Some members of the Baruch
community believe that Hedges is
too political, even offensive, to be
required reading. Others, however,
believe that the reason the book
was so blunt and at times partial,
was that it was based for the most
part on the author’s firsthand accounts of war that he experienced
as a journalist.
Some students believed that
Hedges is biased against some of
the individuals he named in the
book. On the other hand, some
were more accepting, simply stating that the book was a faithful rendering of what the author witnessed

in his storied past.
Convocation exercises ended
with a large and rather chaotic
gathering on the first and second
floors of the Vertical Campus. Originally the event was supposed to be
held outside, but these plans were
changed due to the rain.
It was interesting to see all of
the student life, clubs and activity
available to students. Live music,
raffles and food added the finishing
touches to a wonderful convocation day for the class of 2010.
This week the freshman class
walked through the Vertical Campus. In four years, they will walk
through Madison Square Garden,
newly gradutated and on to the rest
of their lives.
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PRESS RELEASE

Move over
Craigslist,
The Ticker
offers new
swap site
n Free classified
listings and a new
social network
born for students
The Ticker has launched a
brand new and free classified listing web site: www.thetickerexchange.com.
The new online site will complement the daily print newspaper and promises to make campus living a whole lot easier. In
short, a social network is born,
linking both the university and
community.
Not only will www.thetickerexchange.com facilitate the needs
of any student to post or search
for virtually anything—from housing, to roommates and jobs—but
it will also ease selling or buying
textbooks, or simply indulging in
extracurricular activities.
Altogether there are more than
100 categories on the site ranging
from dating, collectibles, swaps,
end-of-semester sales, therapeutic services, parking and even a
category “noticed on campus.”
All listings appear for 15 days.
Each listing permits up to four
photos. What’s more, users can
post unlimited listings without
fear of a quota.
The site also features a personalized user section, where
students may store their listings,
send and receive e-mails and upload photos. All users can “hot
list” their favorite listings simply
by checking the icon next to it,
permitting one-click access to favorite listings on future visits.
“College newspapers are really
rocking,” The Ticker Advertising
Manager Emmanuel Onyenyili
said. “We’ve seen an increase in
both readership and circulation.
Even so, we felt the need to develop an online product—www.
thetickerexchange.com—that
would knock the socks off anything else out there in the marketplace. At the same time, we’ve
created something better to offer
our readers that big name services like Craigslist, CareerBuilder,
Apartments.com, Roommates.
com cannot provide—a true social network and community for
the university.
“What we developed is very
user-friendly, easier to access
and navigate than any other site,
certainly more comprehensive
and with virtually every category
under the sun that would appeal
to all.”
What differentiates the site?
Ease of navigation, for one. It’s
clutter-free.
Secondly, the categories touch
on every need and want a student
might desire.
Third, the price is right—free.
The only exception is a modest
$25 fee for a job listing that will be
posted for 15 days.
Advertisers, too, will benefit by
being able to access the university community in both print—The
Ticker—and on-line at extremely
favorable rates, Onyenyili explained.
“As our audience gets comfortable with the site, they will soon
realize there is no need to go anywhere else. We invite all to look us
over and see if you don’t agree.”

www.TheTickerExchange.com
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ConEd calls for campus closing
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
electricity which include Baruch
College, to reduce their use of
electricity. According to the press
release, there were problems on
electrical equipment that needed
to be resolved.
Before that, Con Edison first
contacted Baruch College representatives at 8:30 a.m. to announce
problems with their electrical
feeders in the area and to request
that all nonessentials be shut
down. According to Jim Lloyd, assistant vice president of campus
operations, the College complied
and knowing that electricity usage
was a problem tried to cut back as
much as possible. Among many
other things, the college initially
shut down escalators and set air
conditioners for higher temperatures.
Forty-five minutes later, Con
Edison was in contact once again,
but now with request for Baruch
to shut down the Vertical Campus
and library building. In response to
this phone call, Lloyd and Robert
Specter, vice president for administration and finance, organized
a meeting at 10 a.m. in the president’s conference room on the fifth
floor.
At 11 a.m., Con Edison issued a
second press release announcing
that, “four of the 24 feeders [were]

out of service in the Madison
Square network, which serves approximately 29,400 customers between 14th and 30th Streets, from
Fifth Avenue to the East River.” The
company once again asked all its
customers to shut off all their nonessential electrical appliances. By
that time, Baruch was well on its
way to shutting down.
As soon as the official decision
to close Baruch was made, Carol
Abrams, member of the communications and marketing department, returned to her office. By
10:15 a.m., she managed to make
the PA announcement and then
proceeded to send out e-mails to
all the students attending classes at
Baruch at that time. Furthermore,
an announcement was posted on
the front page of the Baruch College Web site. The announcement
informed students that the school
was closed for the day and urged
students to check the Web site frequently for updates.
Baruch College then proceeded to shut down all nonessentials
such as lighting and air conditions.
Lloyd disclosed that another decision was made to run the essential systems, whose shutting down
would cause complications. These
systems include the computer servers so that students could keep receiving e-mails, both from Baruch
and their professors concerning

the shut down and its consequences, and cafeteria refrigerators to
preserve various perishables that
were stored there.
Moreover, Baruch contacted
Con Edison to inquire whether
there was anything else they could
do, such as shutting down 17 Lexington or the Annex building, to alleviate the pressure on the electrical systems in the neighborhood.
Lloyd feels that Baruch’s actions
that day might have helped “[avert]
a major problem.” According to
him, no one spoke against the decision or caused any significant
problems. “There was a spirit of
cooperation throughout the complete evacuation,” he said.
“The news to close the buildings
was communicated by Vice President Specter’s office with great
clarity and direction. The situation was handled extremely well,
in that the closing of the buildings
appeared smooth, efficient and
without any problem whatsoever.
It was impressive as well as comforting that this 800,000 square
foot building could be cleared in
such an organized fashion,” said
Dr. Ben M. Corpus, vice president
for student affairs and enrollment
management.
To keep uninformed students
from entering the building during
the evacuation, campus security
taped off the 24th Street entrance.

CUNY reports fewer black students
enrolling, attending top schools
n New programs
being devised
to boost black
enrollment
BY PETER JOHN SIPSAS
STAFF WRITER

At many CUNY institutions,
both the enrollment and percentage of black students making up
the student body have decreased,
according to figures CUNY provided to The New York Times.
However, the number of black
students at all CUNY schools increased to 57,791 last year, from
52,937 in 1999.
At Baruch College, the proportion of black students decreased
from 24 percent in 1999 to 14 percent in 2005.
In 1999, black students made
up 40 percent of City College’s undergraduates. Last year, black students accounted for 30 percent of
the student body. And at Hunter
College, the black undergraduate
population dropped to 15 percent
last year, from 20 percent in 1999.
Between 2001 and 2005, the
enrollment of black students at
City College fell by 7.5 percent, at
Hunter College by 25 percent and
at Baruch College by 28.1 percent.
University officials attributed
the decline to not only admissions
reform but also to tougher competition from other minority students and students’ own choices
about where they want to study.
Robert Bruce Slater, managing editor of The Journal of Blacks
in Higher Education, said, “The
tougher admissions policy seems
to have had a major impact.”
A prominent CUNY faculty
member, William Crain, is strongly opposed to CUNY’s current
admissions standards, claiming,
“Our board was co-oped by the
equivalent of academic neocons
appointed by Giuliani and Pataki—virtually none having either
academic experience or interest
in higher education.”
A major reform required that
students wishing to enter CUNY’s
baccalaureate programs attain

certain scores on the SATs, Regents tests and CUNY entrance
exams. The tougher admissions
standards were put in place in
2000 and 2001.
When CUNY’s trustees approved the admissions reforms,
the New York State Board of Regents questioned whether the new
policies would change CUNY’s racial balance.
Critics of CUNY’s former open
admissions policy include former
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, who
criticized CUNY for low standards
and accepting too many unqualified students.
Supporters of the open-admis-

At Baruch, the proportion
of black students
decreased from 24
percent in 1999 to 14
percent in 2005.
sions policy predicted a decrease
in the total enrollment and enrollment of minority students.
Heather MacDonald, a fellow
at the Manhattan Institute who
also served on Mayor Giuliani’s
CUNY-evaluation task force, said
she believed CUNY was “absolutely on the right track.”
Supporters of the reform said
Hunter, Baruch and City College
should not be discouraged from
strengthening admissions standards because of the decline in
black students.
“I don’t believe that a college
is in the business of engineering
academic standards to achieve
a particular racial outcome. It
should set its standards in a colorblind fashion, based on the skills
necessary to perform college-level
work,” said MacDonald.
While acknowledging the drop
in the number of black students at
four-year schools, CUNY officials
noted they had more black undergraduates last year than in 1999.
“Not only are we recruiting
more black students onto our
campuses, but we are graduating
more too,” Selma Botman, CUNY’s
top academic officer, told The New
York Times.

Botman suggested that in light
of the Sept. 11 attacks, many students chose to pursue degrees in
security and criminal justice. CUNY’s John Jay College of Criminal
Justice saw a two percent increase
in black student enrollment and
a larger increase in applications
from black students.
Since 2001, CUNY’s black student enrollment has increased
at Queens College by 9.3 percent
and at Brooklyn College by 13.3
percent.
CUNY’s chancellor, Matthew
Goldstein, defended the university’s admissions policies in an
interview with The New York Sun.
He told them, “[The policies have]
nothing to do about whether the
student is black, white or yellow.
Those are variables that are not
at all considered. The important
thing is that the university is a
welcoming environment with lots
of different entry points.”
By “different entry points,” it
is possible that Goldstein is referring to the common track many
students take to four-year CUNY
schools by first going to community colleges.
CUNY, the largest public urban
university in the United States,
started a Black Male Initiative last
fall. More than $2 million dollars
was awarded for programs to increase student interest including:
counseling for black men, new
centers created to help black men
deal with academic, financial and
personal issues, and CUNY recruitment programs at various institutions throughout the state
Dr. Crain, a highly respected
psychologist, professor and head
of City College’s faculty senate,
wrote a letter to The New York
Times that appeared in Blogger
News Network, in which he sharply criticized admissions policies.
He wrote, “All the evidence indicates that the tests are weak or
worthless predictors of success
at CUNY, making this test-dominated policy very unjust. CUNY
should develop a more holistic
admissions process based on students’ overall records, including
letters of recommendation…the
theme of CUNY’s admissions
policy should be to give students
a chance.”

Security guards stood at the entrances and informed students of
the situation as well as ensured
that everyone got out and no one
entered.
Professors and students alike
could have been seen hanging
around the 24th Street entrance
waiting on friends and making
plans for the rest of the day that
was now freed up from school and
work.
Among the professors lingering
around the entrance waiting on
their colleagues was Ali Nematollahy, modern languages and comparative literature professor, who
later expressed his regret at losing
a day’s worth of work. “I was planning to do some work in my office
and in the library, and I ended up
having to leave, and didn’t dare to
walk to the 42nd Street library in
that heat, since I thought they may
be shut down too. So, one day of
work was lost,” Nematollahy said.
While he found this shutdown
to be wasteful, other students
found it productive. “I took advantage of this disruption by meeting
some friends with whom I had a
group project,” said Buchler.
His classmate, Amanda Televandos did the same, “[The shut down]
gave me more time to work on [my
presentation] and improve on it.
I was actually relieved [that the
school was closed for the day.]”

Faculty
funds
growing
BY NING MAO
STAFF WRITER

In the past few years, Baruch
College has granted a series of
investments for the improvement
of its faculty. These investments
reached an all time high from
2005 to 2006, when an additional
$500,000 was endowed, totaling
$5 million.
These funds are used primarily
for the purpose of faculty scholarship and research. According
to David Dannenbring, the college would sponsor conferences
to improve teaching and would
give summer grants for teachers’
research, or subsidize teachers’
travel when they present their papers and findings.
This fund is easily accessed
by applying, and each year deans
are allocated a certain amount for
traveling and graduate assistance.
The chances of receiving funding
are equal for those faculty members wishing to improve teaching and those wishing to improve
their own educational growth
through research.
When asked if the funding has
shown significant results, Dannenbring responds that it is difficult to measure as there are no
tangible numbers, but he believes
that there have been major improvements.
Reflecting this view, an article in the President’s Newsletter
notes that Baruch faculty wrote
23 books, edited nine books, and
had 199 peer-reviewed articles
published. An additional 30 articles and 85 book chapters were
published. Faculty also developed
18 creative works.
Professor Rita Ormsby was
also the recipient of the 2006
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Business Librarianship.
The award selection committee
commended Ormsby’s work on
a proposal that led to a $240,000
grant from the NASD Investor Education Foundation to develop an
interactive computer-based investment guide tailored to young
adults making career choices.
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Isolation on a “social” internet Student run text
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
students. It has eight million users and it is the seventh-most-trafficked Web site on the Internet,
reports comScore. As far as social
networking sites, Facebook is No.2
to MySpace, USA Today reports.
There are 22,000 supported high
schools and 2,200 colleges listed on
the site.
Similar to MySpace, Facebook
allows users the same capabilities; however Facebook lets users
upload unlimited photos while
MySpace does not. According to
USA Today, it claims to be the No.1
photo site with more than 1.5 million images uploaded daily.
Facebook is becoming increasingly popular and it is easy for students to become addicted to their
online friends. On some profiles,
students claim to have more than
1,000 “friends” but most don’t even
know half of them.
Lakwinder Singh, junior, explains that he enjoys text messages
and facebook posts because, “I feel
an instant connection.” He says
Facebook keeps him connected
with his friends in other colleges.
Meanwhile, recent college graduate Lisa O’Connor says that Facebook has definitely helped her to
reconnect with friends from high
school. She mainly visits Facebook
to see pictures of what her friends
are up to.
“I’m big on text messaging, I
hardly make phone calls,” Lajara,
a student, states. She explains that
she likes it because it’s “quick.”
Students find text messaging easy Two of the most popular social
when at school or at work. It’s more networking sites: MySpace and Facebook.
convenient to send their friend a
quick “hello” than calling because
the person might be busy. However, “I set aside a time to meet with my
for many students this quickly be- close friends every week. You have
comes an addiction, as some spend to make the time.”
Habiba says that she never uses
a good portion of the day sending
Facebook or text messages with her
text messages.
Some may ask just how many close friends; she either talks on
close friends an average student the phone or sees them in person.
She says she keeps in
has. Stacey Korolkova,
touch with a lot people
junior, answers by sayon Facebook but not
ing that she has four
on a personal level. “If
close friends: three girlyou really want to get to
friends and one boyknow a person, you have
friend. She has known
to meet with them or talk
two of them for eight
on the phone. E-mail
years and the other
and text is not enough”
two for three years. She
she declared.
calls them her close
Since college stufriends because, “I can
- Umme Habiba
dents do not have many
be myself around them
Junior close friends, what valiand tell them personal
dates friendships? Many
things I cannot tell anyagree that it’s the time
one else.”
Another student, Umme Habi- you spend getting to know the perba, was not really surprised at the son and the experiences you have
study’s findings because her situ- share. Students meet a lot of people
ation matches the result. She has through the internet, school and
two close friends: her boyfriend of work, but that does not mean they
two years and a female friend of know them on a deep enough level
seven years. “There are only a few to call them a close friend.
In addition, with Baruch being a
people I can relate to on a deeper
commuter school, students, espelevel,” she said.
Meanwhile, senior Denise No- cially freshman, may find it harder
laco, has had one close friend for to make and keep in contact with
the past five years. The surprising close friends. Joining a club is defithing is that her close friend lives in nitely the best way to interact with
her native country and they stay in people and establish long-lasting
contact via phone and e-mail once friendships. As a member of a club
a week. They only get to see each or organization you become a part
other twice a year. She feels that of a network of students who have
this makes their friendship stron- the same interests and hobbies.
Freshman may feel lonely at the
ger. “I feel she knows me more than
beginning of their college journey
anyone else,” she said.
With such busy schedules, Ba- but it is perfectly natural due to the
ruch students agree that they must adjustment period of a different enschedule in time to see their close vironment. Reaching out and talkfriends. O’Connor talked about ing to other students is the first step.
how she meets with her four close Interact with students after class by
friends every three months be- going to lunch together or walking
cause of everyone’s hectic lives. to the subway. While Web sites like
She and her friends plan a set time Facebook or MySpace may help
to meet for dinner and catch up students to meet new people, it’s
on everything in each other’s lives. important to remember that nothKorolkova agrees with O’Connor, ing beats real conversation.

“To get to know
a person, you
have to meet
with them.”

sales a new trend
n Studentsfair.com
joins the herd
BY LAURA RAMIREZ
STAFF WRITER

With many classes and a small
amount of money to spare, Baruch
students know that sometimes
bargaining is the best way to go.
Instead of buying new books for
full price at the bookstore, buying them from other students can
sometimes be cheaper. The same
thing applies for electronics and
sometimes for finding housing.
Studentsfair.com is one of the
many Web sites that cater to students and their needs and it is free
of charge.
The Web site was created in late
2005 and was published on January 20 of this year by Baruch student Andrias Chandra, a finance
and investment major, and his
brother Johanes. “I created the
Web site because I feel the frustration of students of getting books
for the next semester or selling
them,” he says.
With many students usually
posting flyers all over the school,
he feels that simply posting the
information online is more con-

venient. Reaching an audience
bigger than just the Baruch community, students can post what
they want to sell for anyone online
to see.
In order to use the site you don’t
have to sign up like many other
Web sites require, but instead can
view the information and call the
person selling if you wish to buy
the product. It is a safer alternative
to other Web sites where personal
information such as your address
is required.
Chandra does not makes any
profit from the students and right
now there are no fees for anyone
that posts on it. “In the future, I’ll
apply charges for job postings to
the employers just to cover the
marketing expenses, but on student’s side it will always be free.”
With already more than 700
people posting their books in different colleges all over New York
City, Chandra hopes that this semester the numbers will double.
With more than 100 people a day
viewing the Web site, he also uses
it to purchase and sell his own
books.
Chandra’s “mission to help
students in New York City who already work hard and study hard”
is clearly being achieved with his
Web site.
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Baruch gets new VP of student affairs
BY JESSICA BAPTISTE
LEISURE EDITOR

“This is a new chapter in my
life,” Dr. Corlisse Thomas, assistant
vice president of Student Affairs,
says smiling.
In her second floor office, this
dynamic and career oriented woman is one of Baruch’s new treasures.
Having a career in higher education for the past eighteen years, she
is well prepared for the prominent
position as assistant president for
student affairs. Thomas was appointed the position in March of
this year.
Her love for the college environment began as an undergraduate
at Tufts College in Massachusetts.
She describes those fours years as
a “life changing experience” where
she grew tremendously. After she
graduated, one of her mentors was
Marilyn Braithwaite, he assistant
director of the African American
Center at Tufts College, who encouraged and supported her to
pursue a job in higher education.
“I will never forget her. She was
a strong African Caribbean woman,
who was my role model,” Thomas
reminisces.
Thomas, who holds a bachelor
of arts (Tufts University), a master
of arts, (Teachers College, Columbia University) and a doctorate in
education (Teachers College, Columbia University), began her days
in higher education at Fitchburge

College in Massachusetts as an admissions counselor. She says that it
was there where she began to love
working with students. Afterward,
she worked up the higher education ladder and had several jobs at
notable institutions like Clark University. Before arriving at Baruch,
she was the associate dean of students at Columbia University for
eight years.
She first heard of the job posting from a friend who saw it on the
Baruch Web site. The higher education administrative community is a
small world, she explained, so her
friend thought that it would be a
good opportunity.
As the new assistant vice president for student affairs, she is responsible for the supervision and
management of ten key offices on
campus including Student Life, Career Development Center, Center
for Advisement and Orientation,
Disabilities Office and SEEK.
Thomas’s main responsibility is
to assist the student affairs offices
in providing quality services to
students. From on-going meetings
with the different departments to
budget reviews, Thomas says her
job is very varied. Her main goal is
to make sure students are having
a great undergraduate experience
through their interaction with the
student affairs offices.
For example, she recently had
a meeting with the Career Development Center about initiatives to

An unrefined
getaway
BY MARIA LOPEZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Vacation is a time for lying on
the beach, getting a beautiful tan
and swimming in clear blue water
in a tropical place. My summer
vacation to Puerto Rico consisted
of only one beach day followed by
six days of exploring the country’s
history.
Although the beaches are extraordinary, Puerto Rico has other attractions like El Yunque, El
Morro and the Arecibo Observatory. Taking a closer look at Puerto Rico is the key to understanding its land, people and historical
culture.
El Yunque is a mountain and
part of the Caribbean National
Forest in Puerto Rico. Hikers
from all over the world come here
because of El Yunque’s elevation
that reaches 3,496 feet. To an amateur hiker like me, climbing the
peak of this mountain was both
difficult and rewarding. As you
begin the journey through the
forest, the sounds of the coqui,
also known as Puerto Rico’s most
popular tree frog are audible.
As you climb higher, the road
gets steeper and your head feels
like it’s about to burst, due to the
decrease in air pressure. Interesting to note, most locals have
never hiked towards the peak of
El Yunque and legend says that
people visiting the peak have
been abducted by aliens or have
simply vanished.
El Morro is a fort that was
built by Spaniards to protect the
San Juan Bay from its enemies,
one of the largest forts to have
ever been built in the Caribbean.
You can never get lost getting
there because you know you are
there when you see the kites flying overhead. Locals use its huge
front lawn for flying kites and having picnics.
Going through dark narrow
staircases is fun because they are

short cuts that lead to other parts
of the fort. You could also step
into the room that was once used
as a kitchen to feed the hungry
and overworked soldiers.
The water surrounding El Morro provides a breathtaking view.
As you go higher up the fort, the
sight of San Juan and its crystal
clear water makes you appreciate
the beauty of nature.
One should also recognize
Puerto Rico for having the world’s
largest single-dish radio telescope. The Arecibo Observatory
attracts scientists from all over
the world to research astronomy,
planetary radar and the possibilities of extraterrestrial life.
Up close it resembles a white
curved dish that observes the
whole sky. It is quite fascinating to
know that this telescope is like an
eye that sees what we can’t. One
of the observatory’s many accomplishments was determining the
rotating rate of Mercury, 59 days.
After seeing many of the main
attractions Puerto Rico has to offer, heading down towards the
local food places is a must. As a
tourist you may feel like home
when you come across fast food
chains like McDonald’s, Burger
King, Sizzler’s and Kentucky Fried
Chicken, but why not live on the
wild side and try something different.
One option is visiting a strip
of food vendors along Luquillo
beach. To top off the meal, a cold
refreshing coconut is served with
a straw in the middle.
As my vacation began winding
down, the atmosphere of Puerto
Rico never did. The people are always friendly and willing to help
in any way they can. The land also
speaks for itself in that its waters
and mountains are unlike any
other. Overall, it was an experience that will always be remembered and a trip everyone should
take once.

reach out to more students. They
brainstorm, discuss what will be
some effective measures to take,
prioritize and come to a consensus. Another big item right now is
Freshman Seminar. Thomas has
constantly been in meetings with
the office to make sure everything
runs smoothly this semester.
She explained that her job involves a lot of discussion, communication, management and
collaboration. “Is this the best possible service for Baruch students?”
Thomas said she often asks herself
to ensure that the student life offices she manages are offering students excellent service.
This semester, Thomas looks forward to interacting with students.
Last semester she went to the Caribbean Fashion Show, Asian Fashion Show, Commencement, and
other events. This fall, she plans
on going to the Convocation, a lot
of club events and even Freshman
Seminar classes. “I want to know
Baruch’s excellent students,” she
exclaimed.
Carl Aylman, director of student
life, stated that “Dr. Thomas has a
lot of enthusiasm and good spirit
and she is excited about being at
Baruch. She comes to us with a
great background [in higher education].”
Outside of Baruch, Thomas is involved in community services projects with other moms in her New
Jersey neighborhood. She loves
to walk and expressed her thrill
of walking by saying, “I often walk
from Penn Station to Baruch.”
On the weekends, she is a wife
and mother who spends time with
her family, goes grocery shopping
and plays with her one and threeyear-old sons. One of her pastimes
is watching old movies from the
1930s and 1940s. Some of her favor-

ROBERT BENIMOFF I THE TICKER

Corlisse Thomas explains how she went from Tufts College to Baruch Student Affairs
ite actors are Katherine Hepburn,
Bette Davis and Fred Astaire. She
also goes to yoga classes whenever
she can, which she says relaxes her.
She wants Baruch students to
know that “sometimes the best way
to succeed is to get out of your own
way. Often, we create obstacles
to achieving our own goals with
thoughts like: ‘What will other peo-

ple say or think?’ or ‘What if I’m not
good enough or if I don’t accomplish this goal perfectly?’ or ‘Maybe
my way is too different than the
way it was done in the past.’ Those
kind of messages stop people from
dreaming and, as a result, achieving. Let them go and you will probably be surprised by what you will
accomplish.”
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War
COVERING

Amidst violence, one student speaks

ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT
EZ: When were you scheduled to come back to the United
States?
SB: August 1.
EZ: And, when did you come
back?
SB: I left Lebanon July 16 to
Syria. It took us eight hours to drive
to Aleppo, and then we took a fourhour drive to Damascus. We stayed
in Damascus for two nights while
we waited for the earliest flight
back. Then we flew to America.
EZ: That means you were in
Lebanon for four days during the
war between Hezbollah and Israel. Can you tell us a little bit about
those four days?
SB: Well when [Hezbollah]
first captured the two Israeli soldiers, nobody imagined that the
conflict was going to get this big.
By that night, we heard the first
bombs and it sounded like it was
in our own house. Luckily, I did
not see anything because we were
not in the area, but we could hear
everything. We spent the next four
days watching the news and trying to keep ourselves occupied so
we would not feel so scared. The
fourth night was the worst night of
bombings, but by that time, we had
gotten used to it.
EZ: Did you fear for your life
and your family’s life?
SB: Of course. You are hearing everyday that [Israel] hit a town
or even a building and people are
dying by tens, twenties everyday.
Especially the day we were leaving,
[Israel] was threatening to attack
the road to Syria out of Lebanon.
But we could do nothing but pray
to God for our safety and leave for
Syria.
EZ: When you first heard
about Hezbollah capturing the
Israeli soldiers for prisoner exchange, what did you think about
Hezbollah’s tactic?
SB: It happened before that
Hezbollah captured Israeli soldiers
and traded them for Lebanese and
other Arab soldiers that were being held in Israel and they held a
negotiation and were able to get
430 prisoners from Israeli prisons. Therefore, because this tactic

WWW.AMNESTY.ORG

Before and after: Close up satellite
images of part of Beirut city
June 2006 (above) and August 2006 (right).
was successful before it seemed it
would be successful again.
EZ: Do you feel Israel’s response was fair?
SB: Why is it right for Israel
to have hundreds of Lebanese and
other Arab soldiers in their possession for so many years and once
Hezbollah captured two soldiers in
order to have a trade they responded with war? So, no I don’t think it
was fair.
EZ: What do you feel could
have been a fair response from
Israel?
SB: A negotiation with Hezbollah, which had been done
previously. Why an all out war? If
Hezbollah would not give back the
soldiers through negotiation, I do
not think they would do it after 800
Lebanese people had died. After
all the devastation and destruction
Israel caused they still did not get
what was supposedly their purpose
for the war. In the end, a UN resolution was created which included
nothing about the two captured Israeli soldiers.
EZ: Hezbollah has been criticized for receiving financial aid,
weapons and training from The
Islamic Republic of Iran. The
West -U.S. and Israel- see this as
a problem. What is your take on
this matter?
SB: Simple: the U.S. sends
billions of dollars of aid and weapons to Israel every year. They do not
only send them regular weapons
but weapons of mass destruction
that Israel has chosen to use. The
reason the U.S. says Iran should
not send Hezbollah financial aid
and weapons is because they say

they are supporting a terrorist organization. Only a couple of countries view Hezbollah as a terrorist
organization and some of those
countries include the U.S., Israel,
Canada and the UK.
EZ: Do you view Hezbollah as
a terrorist organization? Why or
why not?
SB: In 1982 Israel invaded
Lebanon and did not pull back
even though the UN created the
Resolution 425, which asked Israel
to pull out of Lebanon. Israel chose
not to follow the Resolution and
ever since then Hezbollah formed.
Any country that is occupied is allowed, according to the UN, to resist against the occupiers.
EZ: The UN brokered a ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah. Do you agree with a ceasefire, in addition to the terms that
were agreed upon?
SB: I agree that there needed
to be a cease-fire as soon as possible to prevent any more civilian
deaths. However, [there] is a possibility that some of the terms will
lead to further conflict in Lebanon.
For example, one of the terms was
that Resolution 1559 needed to be
enforced. This Resolution states
that Hezbollah needs to be disarmed – but enforcing this Resolution may lead to civil war in the
country.
EZ: Since the cease-fire,
Hezbollah has been spending

$500,000 per day in reconstruction and giving $12,000 to every
family whose home has been demolished to rent a flat for a year.
They have been seen as doing
more than the Lebanese government. Do you see Hezbollah’s efforts as a conflict with the Lebanese government, or as a helping
hand?
SB: I see it as a helping hand
and the Lebanese government
should do the same. This money
is not illegal and it will not put the
country into any further debt. Hezbollah wants to help its people as
quickly as possible and if they have
the resources to do so, why not?
EZ: Hezbollah leaders and
members have been quoted numerous times as calling for the
destruction of Israel. Do you feel
those statements are extreme or
reasonable?
SB: That’s a difficult question. There are borders that are
drawn between Lebanon and Israel, and Israel and Palestine (1967
borders). I think that if Israel respects the borders that are drawn,
then Israel could have its own state
without intervening in Palestine or
in Lebanon. Yet, Israel chooses not
to follow them.
EZ: Lebanon has been through
a devastating civil war in the recent past, and has been divided
in many ways. Would you say the
Lebanese people are more divid-

ed or closer together since this
war broke out?
SB: From what I understand
from here, definitely closer together. Everyone is working together to
clean up and rebuild and there are
more supporters of Hezbollah now
then there were before.
EZ: Both the Israeli government and Hezbollah claimed
victorious since the cease-fire. If
there is a winner, who do you believe came on top?
SB: Well, Israel definitely did
not come out on top because they
said that the purpose of the war
was to get back their two soldiers
unconditionally. In the end, they
lost close to 150 soldiers/civilians
and did not get back their soldiers.
Therefore, they came out with less
than nothing. Israel used to say
that they could quickly get rid of
Hezbollah and I think that this
was a rude awakening for them.
Hezbollah wanted to come to a negotiation for soldiers and they did
not want a war from the beginning.
They were just defending themselves throughout the war and Hezbollah said when Israel stops attacking them, they will stop attacking Israel. I mean, Lebanon lost a
lot, too, including 1,100 peoplemostly civilians. The infrastructure was destroyed: bridges, roads,
schools, the airport and houses.
So, I can’t really say that there is
a concrete winner. Hezbollah prevented Israel from achieving their
aim and again they did not want a
war to begin with.
EZ: As for Lebanon/ Hezbollah, how do you see the near future?
SB: I hope for Lebanon to
work together to rebuild and get
life back to normal. They should be
unified and not let this cause additional problems within the country. As for Hezbollah, they have
gained more supporters within
the country and they look stronger now. I pray that the cease-fire
holds because the situation looks
sensitive at the moment.
EZ: Sara, thanks again for
sharing your experience and
opinions with us on such a sensitive topic.
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The post-teenager’s guide to the galaxy
BY ADRIENNE RAYSKI

say is, let’s try and establish a starting point. Let’s break it down. The
problem that differentiates from
Ever wish there was some kind twenty years ago is there are so
of instruction manual for these many more options of fields. If you
difficult 20-something years? The go back a hundred years, you could
Ticker talks to Nicholas Aretakis, ex- be a farmer, a mason, a carpenter
ecutive of AnalogicTech and author or a coal miner, but there certainly
of the recently published book, No weren’t neurosurgeons and comMore Ramen: The 20-something’s puter technology was non-existent.
Real World Survival Guide, which The thing is, you’ve got to find a
offers advice on everything from starting point. So I’d say, OK, what
transitioning from college to career, did you study in college? Why don’t
“real life” expectations, and setting you start with that? What are your
interests? Are you interested in mupersonal goals.
Adrienne Rayski: What drove sic, in sports, in automobiles? Let’s
you to write a survival guide book try and narrow it down. Sometimes
you can just go to career fairs at
for people in their 20s?
Nicholas Aretakis: One thing your school. It’s good to go and
that’s always frustrated me over the explore. You can also take surveys
years is that so many people fail to within the book that help you to get
prepare for that next step, whether to know yourself. Then you can say
it’s their mental well-being, contin- something like, “Well, I really like
ued education, or most notably, fi- dealing with people, I’ve got good
nancial planning for the rest of their computer skills, and I’d like to be
lives. Young folks especially don’t involved in fashion. So maybe I can
conceptualize that as soon as you be involved in the retail end of a
graduate from college, and you take manufacturer, promoting the prodon your first job, you’re going to get ucts to a host of different customers
hit with retirement planning—you internationally.” That’s kind of how
know, 401K plans, 401-3 if you work you start. You first have to find out
what your likes are,
for state, and many
and then you can
don’t fathom that
try and match up
you just finished
your likes to what
college and you
your skills are,
already have to
then see if there’s
prepare for retireanything coinciment. I witnessed
dent with what you
this over the years,
have for education.
especially as I’ve
That’s ideal, but it
gotten into manpreclude
agement, and I
- Nicholas Aretakis doesn’t
you from studywould give the
ing technology or
same advice over
and over. People who are stum- mathematics and going into real
bling in their careers or those that estate, if you like. If you have the
don’t have sufficient money to help smarts to do that, then you can
their children get a head start – all have the smarts to do real estate.
Once you find a few options of
of these problems are preventable.
The problem is it’s tough to reverse potential careers, then you can see
course on someone who is has if there are any opportunities to try
been in the work force for a signifi- and find out more about it to see
if it’s really interesting to you. The
cant amount of time.
My thought was, if I was going to goal is to find something you’re gomake any changes in our country ing to be passionate about. One of
it would be by finding individuals the participants, who is quoted in
young enough and offering advice the book, was asked, what is an idefrom the things that I saw were right al job? And he said, “It’s a job that I
or wrong early in my career and would go in and do, even if I wasn’t
[in] my personal development. [I paid.” That was very well put.
AR: OK, so let’s say I just graduwant] to catch educated individuals, though this book can apply to ated, and I know what field I want
many others, and try and get them to go into. In looking for an entry
level job, what should I focus on
to think several steps ahead in life.
AR: After speaking to all these — the salary, the benefits? What
20-somethings in researching for else is there?
NA: First of all, you should look
this book, were you surprised or
for something you’re going to enshocked by anything you heard?
NA: I really don’t think I was that joy doing. You shouldn’t just take
far apart from the 20-somethings the first job offer. What I’ve always
even though I’m twenty years their recommended is to create a little
senior. But one interesting thing is spreadsheet, if you’re fortunate
that I did some research on com- enough to have several opportunipetitive books that had come out ties at your disposal, to compare
for this genre, and what I found the companies. This is the best time
was that most were written by fel- to compare salary and benefits and
low 20-somethings—and they gave other perks of the job, including
bad advice. I mean, they just said the vacation time and the retirethings that I would never advise. I ment plans that you get. But, for
read one that actually told people 20-somethings, the most important
in one of the chapters that you have ingredient is not cash compensato develop your “corporate perso- tion. It’s important but it’s not the
na” and in doing so, you have to be most important—it’s not even in
a certain way at work, pretty much the top three. What you should be
changing your personality. I would doing is looking to gain valuable
never give a twenty-year-old advice experience because the money you
like that. I would say, try and find a make your first couple years is goculture where you think you’re go- ing to be nothing compared to the
ing to fit in. There are certain things money you’ll make in later stages
you need to do to differentiate what of your career. For instance, if you
you do in your personal life that graduate with a bachelor’s in busiyou shouldn’t do in your profes- ness, you’re probably going to start
sional life, but you shouldn’t have some place with an entry level job
to change yourself, or be that you’re somewhere between $35,000 and
not. If I was writing this type of book $45,000. If you’re a good performer
when I was a late 20-something, you’re probably going to get someI just wouldn’t have the wealth of where between a six and seven
experience and knowledge—inter- percent salary adjustment per year.
national as well as domestic—that Just think about that—you’re getI have today.
ting six or seven percent per year, so
AR: What would you say to a the first year you get a $2,500 raise,
20-something that tells you, “I the next year you get a $3,000 raise,
have no idea what I want to do eventually you get a $3,500 raise—
with my life — I feel like I’m just that’s not going to get you rich, but
coasting along without a plan.”
that is good steady progress. You
NA: I have that conversation really make the money when you’re
all the time, and there’s not one promotable and you start developthing you can say, but what I do ing skills required for a promotion
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“Cash compensation
is not most imporant.
You should be looking
to gain experience.”

No More Ramen: The 20-something’s Real World Survival
Guide was published on September 1.
with a title. Usually the most dramatic increase comes when you
change jobs. You’ll get it in salary,
bonuses or possibly stock options.
AR: What’s the most common
mistake that 20-somethings make
when they first start looking for a
job?
NA: There’s several things. One
of the issues is they have a fear of
making a mistake, and they think
they can’t recover from it. Instead
of making a decision and realizing

$30

that many roads can lead to success,
they just delay making a decision.
Sometimes it’s just a confidence
thing, or a lack of mentorship.
Maybe their parents are not
helpful in the process and they really didn’t form a close alignment
with any professors or anyone they
worked part-time with. I think the
problem is just getting started and
developing some sort of routine.
Find two hours, say twice a week, to
do your research and try to estab-

lish a couple potential employers,
and continue to interview.
AR: Should I take a job I’m not
thrilled with just to get some experience and continue to look for
other jobs while I work there? Or
is it better to just keep searching
until I find something that suits
me?
NA: It all depends on what stage
you’re in and what your financial
situation is. If you have been searching for a job for six months with no
success and you’re running out
of money, you might have to take
a job. If you’re fortunate enough
to get one in your field even if you
don’t [love it], at least you’re going
to gain some experience. And maybe if you work hard and do a good
job at some of the responsibilities
that are the most exciting, you can
graduate quickly beyond that.
The thing I liked the most about
moving up to management was I
could delegate the things I didn’t
like to do to other people. I had
done it myself well, so I brought
in people that were capable and I
trained and managed them, and
they were fine with it because they
were at that stage of their career development. I had moved on to the
next stage for myself. Ideally, it’s
best to find a place where you can
stay two to four years for your first
job if you can.
Some kids out of high school
work retail and then they come
back from college and they get their
job back part-time as a place holder. Then all of a sudden, they’re one,
two years down and they’re not really applying themselves. That’s the
worst scenario. I’d rather see someone struggle in their search or go
with a back-up plan related to their
field.

STUDENT TICKETS!

*

THE INTERNATIONAL SENSATION
Call Ticketmaster (212) 307-4100 or the Box Office (212) 477-2477
and use code “STUD30”

ORPHEUM THEATRE, Second Ave. at 8th

Groups 1-800-677-1164

www.stomponline.com

* Valid through May 30, 2007, Tue-Fri at 8pm, Sat at 10:30pm, Sun at 3pm. Blackout dates: Nov 23-26, Dec 19-Jan 7, 2007.
Subject to availability. Can be purchased at the box office or by phone. Must present student I.D. Not valid with previously purchased
tickets or in combination with any other offer. Limit 6 tickets per order. Phone orders subject to standard service charge fees.
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Arts

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK FOR FREE...
OR PRETTY DARN CHEAP

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Tuesday, September 5

Wednesday, September 6

Thursday, September 7

Friday, September 8

Saturday, September 9

Sunday, September 10

What: Ruth Messinger Speaks
about her Trip to Darfur
Where: Forest Hills Jewish
Center (106-06 Queens Blvd.)
More info: 718-263-4320

What: Evening
Stars at
Battery Park
Where: The Joyce
Theater (State St.
& Pearl St.)
More info: 212-691-9740

What: Brush and Ink: The
Chinese Art of Writing
Where: The Metropolitan
Museum of Art (1000
5 Ave. & 82 St.)
More info: 212-879-5500

What: Pre-Registration
for 2006 Susan G. Komen
Race for the Cure
Where: Time Warner Center
(10 Columbus Circle, 3 Fl.)
More info: 212-823-6100

What: Love and War: The
Weaponized Woman
Where: The Museum at
The Fashion Institute of
Technology (7 Ave. & 27 St.)
More info: 212-217-5800

What: County Fair
Where: 441 Clarke
Avenue, Staten Island
More info: 718-3511611 ext. 281

What: Jewish
Ceremonial Art
Where: Museum of Biblical
Art (1865 Broadway)
More info: 212-408-1500

What: Outsiders and
Apparitions (New works
by Keith White)
Where: Jadite Galleries
(414 W. 50 St.)
More info: 212-315-2740
or visit www.jadite.com

What: MTR: In the Prime
Where: The Museum
of Television & Radio
(25 W. 52 St.)
More info: 212-621-6800

What: The Project
Where: The Peoples Improv
Theater (154 W. 29 St.)
More info: 212-563-7488
What: Book Talk: New York
Review of Science Fiction
Where: South Street Seaport
Museum (213 Water St.)
Suggested Donation of $5
More info: 212-748-8568

What: 3 X Tenn
Where: American
Academy of Dramatic
Arts (120 Madison
Ave. & 30 St.)
More info: 212-453-5340

What: 2006 New York
Taiwanese Women’s
Film Festival
Where: Connell Library
and Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office (1 E. 42 St.)
More info: 212-3177355 or visit www.taipei.
org/benny/portraying.htm

Films to watch
this week:

What: Autumn
Moon Festival
Where: Staten Island
Botanical Garden (1000
Richmond Terrace)
Cost: Admission $8
For more info:
718-273-8200

The Covenant
Hollywoodland
The Protector
Broken Bridges
Brooklyn Rules
Sherrybaby

MOVIE REVIEWS

Norton makes magic in “The Illusionist” Talladega Nights: The
BY JOEL NEY

fast and the hilarious

STAFF WRITER

What makes a versatile actor?
In his book True and False, playwright David Mamet dismisses the
academic favorites of Stanislavski
and others, offering a very simple
“common sense” formula for actors: “Speak up, speak clearly,
open yourself out, relax your body,
find a simple objective.” These easy
instructions show us that we are
all actors in certain ways. Without
realizing, we are actively engaged
in acting all the time. Those who
do realize it can take it to another
level. Edward Norton is definitely
one of these.
Finally returning to the silver
screen as a leading man (he appeared briefly as the leprous King
Baldwin in Ridley Scott’s Kingdom
of Heaven), Norton is being featured in a trio of films that release
this year. Judging by the first two
that have already reached theaters
– David Jacobson’s Down In The
Valley and Neil Burger’s The Illusionist – the last 2005 production,
The Painted Veil with Naomi Watts
and Liev Schreiber, will not disappoint. Norton selects his projects
with care, prioritizing his concern of each film’s artistic merits
high above whether it will achieve
mainstream popularity (and lucrative profits). It’s a very rare trait
for an actor these days.
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Steven Millhauser penned the
original short story “Eisenheim
the Illusionist,” upon which Burger’s whimsical film is based. The
story, set in 19th century Vienna,
follows a magician whose mysterious performances and shocking
feats (such as making an orange
tree grow in a matter of minutes),
draw large crowds. Eisenheim’s
mastery leads him to perform for
the menacing Crown Prince Leopold (Rufus Sewell). There he unexpectedly recognizes that the royal
squeeze, Duchess Sophie von Teschen (Jessica Biel), is his former

BY DAVID DAVIS
STAFF WRITER

WWW.ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

childhood sweetheart for whom
he still carries the torch.
Norton is perfect as the brooding yet romantic Eisenheim. Like
in many of his films, Norton is almost instantly likable. Eisenheim
is a mensch. In the beginning of
the film, a sidebar scene is of the
magician cleverly handing out
charity to some destitute children.
The supporting characters, played
by Sewell, Biel, and Paul Giamatti
as Chief Inspector Uhl (who lends
his voice to narrate many of the
exposition scenes), adequately
revolve in their confusion around
Eisenheim’s incredible tricks, be-

coming simultaneously jealous
and astounded by the things they
seemingly cannot explain.
While essentially a simple story, The Illusionist contains a wonderful performance by a master
thespian. Norton is an actor whose
fierce abilities can easily gain an
audience’s trust and sympathy,
which can border on a deep level of
con-artistry (short for “confidence
artistry”). The New York Times recently declared: “[Norton’s] face…
is an impenetrable mask of either
innocence or cunning; you’re never sure which.”

Ah, good ole’ September is once
again upon us. Grabbing those
fresh, used books off the store
shelves and reading those syllabi
never felt so good. Wait a second,
what am I talking about? Well, to
make the long story short, yours
truly hasn’t seen the light of summer for the sake of bringing you all
the wonderful reviews that you’ve
come to love from me. But, alas,
what is this? Double D reviewing
movies? Yes folks, indeed your
eyes don’t deceive you. While I
will still be reviewing videogames,
I have added yet another art medium to my plethora. So movies
beware, DD is putting in his two
cents! On to the review…
Talladega Nights, starring Will
Ferrell and Sacha Baron Cohen
(“The Ali G Show”), is a movie
about cars, racing, and Applebees. Basically, it’s a charming,
hick-themed comedy about Ricky
Bobby (Ferrell) and his love of
going fast. Born in the back of his
dad’s car, Ricky has been speedobsessed ever since he saw the
light of day. As a kid, his first words
were, “I wanna go fast.” This attitude didn’t help him in school,
but landed him a job with Nascar. His great racing abilities allow
Ricky to reach fame and fortune.
Specifically a big house, a huge
car collection, a hot wife, and two
sons (named Walker and Texas
Ranger).
Ricky is relentless in his pursuit
to stay at the top. His best friend
Cal (John C. Reilly) asks him on
numerous occasions if he can get
a chance to win first place at least
once, but Ricky defiantly refuses
to step down. Soon enough, we
meet Jean Girrard (Cohen), a gay
French Formula One driver whose
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skill is strong enough to propel him
ahead of Ricky and defeat him.
Once Ricky loses, his wife Carley
(Leslie Bibb) decides to dump
him and marry his friend Cal. It is
then that Ricky is thrown into a pit
stop of self-doubt and needs help
from his pops in order to get his
act back together. Eventually, he
picks up driving once again and
heads to the racetrack to try and
out-speed Girrard, who is now the
Nascar idol that Ricky once was.
Can Ricky finally regain his pride
and reach the top again?
All in all, I enjoyed Talladega
Nights for its redneck stereotypes
and the culture-clashing humor
between Ricky and Girrard. Ferrell and Cohen work well together
and bring lots of laughs. You will
find every scene in the film entertaining, especially with the hilarious dialogue. Grab yourself some
popcorn and race to your theaters
folks. This one’s a green light!
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They don’t make ’em
like they used to

Sour Scoop

BY STEPHEN CHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WWW.ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

Scarlett Johansson and Woody Allen trade tepid looks in this tepid comedy

nA disappointing
dollop of
Woody Allen
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

The recipe for a successful summer blockbuster is much like that
of an ice cream sundae: a scoop
of good humor, a dash of love and
sex, a sprinkling of murder and a
juicy, red mystery to top it all off.
Woody Allen, who so very often
makes films as good as any sundae, minus the calories, seemed to
have all the essential elements of

a smash hit in his new film Scoop.
But somewhere along the line the
cream curdled, leaving a sour taste
in the mouths of audiences.
Scoop is Allen’s comedic followup to his more somber film Match
Point, also released this year. The
film is an attempt at a comedy, but
in actuality, it is merely a comedy of
errors. According to Glenn Whipp
of the Los Angeles Daily News,
“The dead serious Match Point was
actually funnier, which should tell
you all you need to know about
Allen’s latest exercise in laziness.”
The film’s premise is completely
ridiculous and at points borders
on painfully unbelievable. The plot
develops around a groundbreaking

The Guggenheim’s
latest fails to hold up
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Sadly, it seems that many modern architects have no imagination
these days. Granted, not everyone
can be a Gehry or Calatrava, but
couldn’t the Guggenheim find
someone better than Hadid? Although the exhibit was a 30-year
retrospective of Hadid’s art, it was
difficult to differentiate between
her earlier and later works. Each
piece was as indistinct as the next.
Her signature futuristic style grew
tiresome as one crept up the museum’s grand spiral.
Zaha Hadid, who is of Iraqi
descent, is considered by many to
be one of today’s most innovative
architects. However, the works
displayed reflected nothing of the
sort. Her work seemed elementary and undeveloped. Perhaps
with greater insight, Hadid’s work
could be revolutionary. But at the
moment, her designs do not seem
to capture the essence of fluidity that so many architects today
strive for. Rather than embrace
nature, her work seems to shun it.
Much of her work, if built would
cause a distinct imbalance with its
surroundings that would be hard
on the eye.
The only saving grace of this
season’s exhibitions is Jackson
Pollock. The exhibition entitled,
No Limits, Just Edges is an instant hit for art connoisseurs and
novices alike. Despite its small,
cramped space, it covers a vast
scope of Pollock’s work. Pollock
was a revolutionary artist and
the work displayed truly captures
that fact. Born of a generation that
matured during the Great War,

Pollock was one of the many artists, who made up the New York
School.
The museum curators chose
significant works that perfectly
reflect critical moments in Pollock’s artistic development. As
the transition of the paintings
clearly denote, Pollock developed
a groundbreaking technique that
would later make him famous. It
was clear from much of Pollock’s
earlier work, which were still
subject-oriented, that he was no
great artist. His later and most influential paintings have no clear
subject and are purely expressive. Pollock coined the technique
known as action painting, which
is characterized by paint strewn
across the canvas. It is sad to think
that without this innovative development, Pollock would have been
forgotten and overlooked in the
grand scheme of art. His wholly
American form of painting is sure
to be enjoyed.
Just because the main exhibit
on display at the Guggenheim is
unworthy of your complete attention, doesn’t mean you should
avoid the museum altogether. The
Jackson Pollock exhibit is truly a
diamond in the rough. So whatever you decide, don’t overlook the
Guggenheim this season.

No Limits, Just Edges:
Jackson Pollock
Paintings on Paper
May 26-September 29, 2006
Zaha Hadid
June 3-October 25, 2006

scoop that Sondra Pransky (played
by Woody’s new it-girl Scarlett Johansson) receives from a deceased
English journalist, who magically
returns from the gates of hell. Sondra, a striving, young journalist
teams up with the great Splendini
(Woody Allen) in an attempt to uncover the man behind the bloody
murders that have plagued the
London area. All goes well, until
Sondra falls in love with the wrong
man. The film evokes some laughs,
but they are few and far between.
Given the film’s slow nature, be
weary not to snore too loud.
The million-dollar question is:
has Woody Allen lost his touch?
Allen is known for his bitingly sar-

When was the last time you
walked out of a theater and
thought to yourself, “Oh man,
that was a classic!” Most movies
these days tend to disappoint,
especially the big-budget Hollywood extravaganzas. So what’s
a film lover to do? Dig into the
past, of course.
Once in a while, some theaters revive classic films. I was
lucky enough to stumble upon
the Pioneer Theater’s screening of Martin Scorsese’s 1976
film, Taxi Driver starring Robert
De Niro. I had seen Taxi Driver
many times before, but nothing
can compare to the big screen
experience.
Taxi Driver is about a New
York cabbie named Travis Bickle. The film documents some
of his experiences with various
passengers. Travis hates what
he sees in the city, specifically
the pimps, whores and creeps.
Sometimes, he prays for rain to
come down and “wash all this
scum off the streets.” But Travis
does nothing to better the situation; in fact, he does nothing to
help himself. He leads a miserable existence. His poor diet consists of bread, sugar and liquor.
He spends most of his free time
at XXX theaters, (quite common
castic, but sadly realistic portrayals
of human nature. A classic Woody
Allen-esque film contains a significant amount of dialogue, but not
much action. However, since the
release of Match Point, it is clear
that Allen has changed his signature style. He no longer creates
films that leave a lasting impres-

in New York during the 1970s)
and lives vicariously through
the characters.
Travis is a character everyone
can relate to. We all have experienced the loneliness that Travis
feels. Even when surrounded by
thousands of faces, we can feel
absolutely alone. Such feelings
can cause one to question their
existence.
Baruch prides itself on preparing its students for the corporate world. It promotes leadership and an outgoing, professional personality. However, at
the other end of the spectrum,
there are people like Travis, who
are lacking in such skills. This
type of person is not smooth
and secure. In Taxi Driver, director Scorsese allows us to
both understand and relate to
this type of person. We see Travis’ good intentions go to waste
because of his poor approach
to life. We see how his nervousness, frustration and anger lead
to violence.
Taxi Driver cannot really be
written about. The greatest critic
could not do justice to the raw
honesty of this film. I recommend you pick a night where
you feel unsure of yourself and
rent it. Lock yourself in your
room and immerse yourself in
one of the finest achievements
in film.
sion, for some small change. Apparently, he is a man with a new
muse and a new goal. Change can
be good, but there was nothing
wrong with the old Woody Allen.
Personally, I prefer the old one.
All I can say about the new on
issave yourself the calories, this
Scoop isn’t worth it.
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POSITIVE THINKING

New resolutions for Fall
BY CHANDRESH BHARDWAJ
STAFF WRITER

Life is all about making choices.
Happiness is never by chance, it
is always by choice. It’s up to you
if you want to feel sorry for yourself over some problem, or learn
something from the experience.
Always try to see the positive side
of the situation.
You may find it difficult in the
beginning because you have been
feeding your mind negativity. It
will take some time for your mind
to adjust. And once it has, you will
be surprised to see the pleasant
changes in your life.
There are several ways to
change a negative attitude. One effective way is to look at everything
as having two choices: positive or
negative. When you wake up in the
morning, you have the choice of
being happy or sad.
If someone argues with you,
you have the choice of either wasting your energy arguing back or
just ignoring the person. You have
the choice of either getting mad
when it rains unexpectedly or enjoying the drops of water. It’s all up
to you. You can change our life by
opting for the positive choice!
Another good method which
always works is replacing positive
words in place of negative ones.
When something is not going the
way you want, you could use positive words to express your feelings.
For example, instead of saying,
“damn, this is making me irritated,”
you should say, “it just needs more
patience and it will work just the
way I want.” If used continuously
with full faith, your mind will automatically respond to everything in
a positive way. The result will sur-

prise you for sure.
However, after following the
above suggested practices faithfully, some people still find it hard
to attain the right attitude. One
reason is the tendency to either
live in the past or future. You have
to understand that the past doesn’t
exist anymore so do not dwell on
it. Whatever has happened has
happened. There is no way you can
change it. It is only in your memory.
Others choose to live in future
and so they daydream about it all
the time. You have to keep in mind
that the future solely depends on
your present actions. If you shape
your present actions in a good way,
there is no way that your future can
be a disaster.
So drop the illusion of living inthe past or future and start focusing on the present. For example,
do not think about what you will
do after graduation, think about
what you are doing today and how
it will make your resume stand out
from the crowd.
You are responsible for what
you are today and where you wish
to be tomorrow. You have the
power to shape things as you want.
If you make the resolution in the
beginning of semester that you will
stick with a positive attitude no
matter what, then I can guarantee
you an amazing life ahead.
Students are welcome to send
their comments, doubts and questions. Also, if students feel that
they are not motivated enough to
something or are facing a problem in life, feel free to e-mail me
at cbh2207@gmail.com. To read
more of my articles, go to www.
theticker.org, and type “Chandresh
Bhardwaj” in the search box.

Price and participation may vary.
© 2006 McDonald’s

The Ticker is starting a new advice column with
“Experienced Tae” to answer your questions on:
• Relationships • Family • Parenting • School • Work • Finance
Students can submit their questions to: ExperiencedTae@Yahoo.com
UNDER EXTREME CASES OR AT THE QUESTIONER’S REQUEST,
TAE CAN ALSO PROVIDE EXPERT ADVICE FROM PROFESSIONALS
Anonymous questions are welcomed.

Let’s talk about ... conquering stress
n Tips to combat
this silent killer
BY STACEY KOROLKOVA
STAFF WRITER

Adieu, Summer! Hello, Stresstember! Wave goodbye to lazy days
of sipping ice-cold drinks on the
beach. Or, say “Sayonara!” to endless hours of filing in an arctic-conditioned office.
Coming back to school is certainly a time of anticipation, excitement and anxiety. But Julius
Caesar advised, “Divide and conquer,” for a reason. And you don’t
need to be an emperor to conquer
stress.
According to psychologist Tammy Coder Mikinsko, Ph.D., “Stress
is anything that takes a psychological or physical toll on you.”
Stress is necessary, or at least
one type is. There are two types of
stress: euress and distress. The first
type is eustress, this keeps mankind alert. It is a motivator, allowing us to problem solve and face
obstacles. Think back to any time
you took an exam—the butterflies
in your stomach allowed you to
think more clearly and remember
some obscure formula, or some
long dead general’s name.
Distress, on the other hand,
causes physiological overreaction.
This exaggeration leads to health
problems—literally, it makes you
sick. That cold you got during finals week? Yes, that means your
immune system malfunctioned.
What about those headaches? Back
pains? Irritation and fatigue? All
are very likely a result of distress.
Much of the damage done is far
from involuntary. There are plenty
of things we do to cope with stress

which wind up further injuring us:
over-eating after a fight with a significant other, binge-drinking to
attempt release from hours at the
library, drug abuse because you
need something to relax. But mistreating your body because your
mind is troubled is not the solution.
No one said the class/job/club/
social life mix would be easy. Throw
in some acne, some extra pounds,
some over-indulgence and you’ve
got more than you can handle. But
this year, you will not have to miss
any beauty sleep because you’re
on page 14 of the 50 page term paper due in five hours (darnn the socalled peer-pressuring friends who
dragged you out last night!) Here
are a few strategies to help you embrace stress management.
• Buy a planner. And use it! It’s
all about scheduling. You already
have your classes in time slots—
now, learn to pencil in study time,
work time and play time. Be your
own personal assistant until you
can afford one.
• Write stuff down. Don’t make
mental notes. Post-Its are there for
a reason (in assorted colors, too).
Make lists of priorities and work
your way down the list. When other things come up, see where they
fit in on your goal sheet. And try to
keep a food diary—keeping track of
what you ingest will help you uncover unhealthy patterns and deal
with them.
• Put yourself first. That
shouldn’t be hard, right? Remember, you are but a small portion of
the most exquisite butter, a limited and highly desired resource
- and there are hordes of bagels
that want topping. Make sure that
any commitment you make is truly
worth your time and energy.
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When you say “No,” mean it.
• Put your body to work. Exercise is a wonderful way to de-stress.
It increases blood flow to the brain
and releases happy-feeling endophins. And the best part is you can
look sexy. But running hurts your
joints, weight lifting is boring and
sweat clogs your pores. Try some
alternatives: take a dance class,
ride a bike, play basketball, learn
yoga or swim. And schedule it in.
•... And remember to sleep.
Remember that place where you
lie down and become extinct as
the semester progresses? Although
a 10-hour stretch may seem mythic, try aiming for at least six hours
a night. With proper planning and
prioritizing, this is possible.
Follow these guidelines, and
make them a part of your lifestyle.
Soon, you will excel at stress management, and divide and conquer
your work overload. Who knows,
maybe you too will become ruler
of an empire or at least of your college life.
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NEIGHBORHOOD TO EXPLORE: GRAMERCY

Baruch’s very own backyard
BY ALICE WONG
AND JESSICA BAPTISTE
STAFF WRITERS

Students often come and go to
Baruch without pausing for a second to discover the rich neighborhood of Gramercy where our college lies. Whether you are a new
student or not, take some time out
of your busy schedule to explore
the wonders of this picturesque
area of Manhattan. If class ends
early one afternoon or you have extra time between classes to kill, why
not spend it in your college’s backyard? This guide to Gramercy offers
a variety of the best places to visit,
dine, and shop.
Gramercy’s boundaries: East
14th to East 34th St, 1st Ave to 5th
Ave. It is bordered on the north by
Murray Hill, on the south Greenwich Village, on the east Stuyvesant Town, and on west Chelsea.
Gramercy has three parks: Union
Square, Gramercy Park and
Stuyvesant Square.

ENTERTAINMENT
New York Comedy Club
241 E 24th St. (2nd & 3rd Ave)
New York Comedy Club keeps
covers, drinks, and food prices below standard comedy club rates.
Tickets here range from $10-$12
and though less-recognized, the
talent is noteworthy. There are lots
of theme nights, including Monday
and Thursday open mics.
Theodore Roosevelt’s Birthplace
National Historic Site.
28 E 20th St.
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., entrance fee $3.
Tours are available every hour from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

RESTAURANTS
Grand Saloon
158 E 23rd St.
It’s friendly, cheap, and in the
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neighborhood. Grand Saloon offers
everything from burgers to lasagna.
Great for a group of friends who
want to get together for dinner.
Max Brenner, Chocolate by the
Bald Man
841 Broadway (E 13th St)
This swanky new creation by
Max Brenner is the first one in the
States. The atmosphere is great,
with hip ambience and low lighting.
Everything on the menu is a chocoholic’s dream come true. Not a lot
of actual food but don’t worry—the
chocolate creations fill you up fast.
This is a great place for a date or
dinner with a group of friends.
Sushi Samba
245 Park Ave. S (19th & 20th St)
At Sushi Samba, you’ll encounter a ton of fresh, creative ways to
filet raw fish. This sleek sushi bar
has a glass wall facing the street
and is an art-deco arrangement of
red, yellow, and green sections and
upside-down white mushroomcaps pad the ceiling above the sleek
sushi bar.
Tamarind

41-43 E 22nd St. (Broadway &
Park Ave).
This Indian restaurant has a
charming setting: you can eat in
booths separated by curtains, or
in the lovely tearoom next door
to the main dining hall. Although
the food is a bit pricey, it has won
raves throughout the city. Musttries are bhindi do piazza (spicy
ginger okra), apricot-stuffed lamb
pasanda, shrimp moiley (shrimp
in a cumin-coconut sauce) and the
heat-packing Vindaloo curries.

LOUNGES AND BARS
Fitzgerald’s
336 3rd Ave (at East 25th St.)
It’s always happy hour at Fitzgerald’s. They offer a daily noon-7 p.m.
happy hour with various specials,
and it is happy hour again from 11
p.m.-1 a.m. What could possibly go
wrong? This local Irish pub has a relaxed atmosphere and low prices.
Push
294 3rd Ave. (22nd & 23rd Sts.)
This coffeehouse/restaurant/
boutique bar has a disaffected,

past-its-prime feel, but the beers
are cheap, the coffee is powerful,
and the vibe is mellow. It’s a decent
stop for a low-key nightcap or an
early evening pick-me-up.

SHOPPING
Bath & Body Works
441 Lexington Ave.
Every week, there’s a sale at this
fragrance haven. Stock up on body
lotions, body sprays, soaps and so
forth which are worth every penny.
This place has heavenly scents in
many varieties at moderate prices.
Ema Takahashi Jewelry
1133 Broadway Suite 507
Simply key pieces, that looks absolutely stunning. Ema Takahashi
is a contemporary jewelry designer
with Japanese influences. There
are rings and necklaces of metals,
natural pearls and semi-precious
stones.
Otto Tootsi Plohound
137 5th Ave.
Brand names shoes at affordable
prices. They always have the latest
in footwear from all the top design-

ers. Twice a year around February
and then around August-September, they have amazing sales.

MUSEUMS
The Museum of Sex
233 Fifth Avenue (at 27th St)
The mission of the Museum of
Sex is to preserve and present the
history, evolution, and cultural significance of human sexuality. It offers an entertaining series of rotating exhibits and a unique gift shop
on the lower level.
Police Academy Museum
235 E 20th St, (between 2nd and
3rd Ave.)
This free museum tells the history of the police force in New York
City. The evolution in their uniforms is charted, with badges and
caps on display.

If you didn’t buy your
textbooks at Half.com,
you paid too much.
Half.com has all the
textbooks you need
like chemistry,
astronomy and history
for a lot less.
FOR A LIMITED TIME,
SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $5
ON PURCHASES OF$50
OR MORE.* SIMPLY USE
THIS CODE: SAVEBIGNOW

*$5 off promotion open to legal U.S. residents 18 years
of age or older who are first-time buyers on Half.com.
$5 off promotion good for first-time purchase of $50
or more, excluding shipping and handling, on Half.com
only. Limit one offer per user ID, and offer may not be
combined with any other offer, coupon or promotion.
Void where prohibited, taxed or restricted. Offer expires
September 29, 2006 at 11:59:59pm PT.
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Inventive cuisine at Mooncake Foods in SoHo
BY OLEXA CAPILI
STAFF WRITER
Mooncake Foods
28 Watts St.
New York, NY 10013
Tel: 212-219-8888
Directions: 1 or 2 train
to Canal Street
Out of 5 stars,
Food: ∂∂∂
Service: ∂∂∂∂
Atmosphere: ∂∂∂

PAN-ASIAN CUSINE

The lady
is back
n Elegance and
subdued chic
return to fashion
BY CLAUDIA LINDA HOFFMAN
STAFF WRITER

This fall, Rodarte is the new
name to know in the fashion industry. Two sisters, Kate and Laura
Mulleavy from California, who
have no formal design training are
conquering the fashion world. The
sisters are decidedly removed from
the fashion world, only concentrating on their intricately designed
dresses.
Rodarte garments are made of
fairytale-materials: silk, chiffon, the
finest jerseys, satin, taffeta embellished with jewels and stones. The
clear vision, the sense of style and
sophistication catapulted the sisters into top-designer spheres. Now
they are nominated by the Council
of Fashion Designers of America.
The high-end fashion line captures the essence of beauty. The
simple, yet refined clothes stand
out without vulgarity. A woman is
transformed into a classy superior
human being. The clothes are airy,
light, ethereal, essentially made in
heaven. Gently, they touch a woman’s body –not forcing her into a
breathing crisis.
Like Rodarte, Alberta Ferretti’s
designs are very delicate and simple, never overpowering a woman’s
persona. For the Fall 2006, Ferretti
used midnight color palettes like
black, dark blue and purple. Ferretti’s silk shift dress is tres chic. For
example, she used a single fabric
bow as an understated embellishment.
These clothes are made for the
woman who wears them. She is not
obliged to be sexy for a man. This
style is not about curves showing,
it is an intellectual statement to the
world.
Another haute couture designer
to look out for is Behnaz Sarafpour. The designs fit right in with
Rodarte’s and Alberta Ferretti’s.
Sarafpour deeply understands a
woman’s wishes. She instinctively
delivers heavenly pieces. Her fall
2006 runway models wore elegant,
simple garments that subtly underlined their gamine and androgynous bodies.
Empire silhouettes, Audrey Hepburn-esque black slim pants and
ballerina flats, sleek sheath dresses
are the new day black dress. Their
simplicity makes them wearable.
Rodarte, Ferretti and Sarafpour are
elevating women into mysterious,
independent fairies. They are indirectly referencing Alber Elbaz’s elegance for Lanvin who has shown
us simple silk dresses, draped tulle
on nude trompe l’oeil designs with
crystal and gem-set teardrops in
earlier seasons.
So girls, be proud of your intelligence and dare to be elegant for
your own sake!

Right by the entrance to the
Holland Tunnel lies a tiny little gem
of a restaurant called Mooncake
Foods. The small interior, with
its red leather chairs and yellow
tabletops gives the place a simple
diner feel. The menu offers a delicious, eclectic and affordable array of pan-Asian dishes. This is not
your average Asian take-out place.

Everything from the sandwiches to
the salads to the entrées here have
inventive twists.
APPETIZERS
Start your meal with a glass of
ginger iced tea ($2). For appetizers,
the chicken wings with honey and
soy sauce ($5) is a must. The wings
are big and the fact that you get four
of them is even better. The accompanied phenomenal green jalapeño and garlic sauce, which is spicy,
is refreshingly cool to the tongue
with its dose of lime and herbs.
Another appetizer consists of
four little lobster and mango summer rolls ($7). Although the combination sounds intriguing, there
is very little lobster and too much
mango inside the rice wrappers.
There are three kinds of wonton
soups offered, each $6.50. The soup
is flavorful and has bok choy and
dried shrimp in it. The crawfish and

shitake mushroom wontons are a
bold choice. The flavor of the crawfish is very distinct and does not
bode well for the untrained tongue.
If crawfish is not your palate, there
are also Shanghai and snow pea
wontons that are safer choices.
ENTREES
The entrée plates come with a
generous heaping of your choice
of brown or white rice, and a side
salad. The ever popular misoglazed salmon ($8.25) delivers up
to its reputation. The grilled salmon
tastes fresh, and the miso glaze and
sesame seeds that top the fish add a
perfect light sweetness.
Choose the brown over the
white rice, for its mild nutty flavor
and chewier texture goes well with
the miso glaze. The side salad, as
well, is nicely presented and generous in portion. It is coated with a
delicious fruity dressing that tastes

of pineapple and mango.
Another popular dish is the
steak kabobs with peanut sauce
($8.25), which comes with two kabobs. The meat is flavorful, done to
perfection and tender when hot. As
with all the other dishes, the curry
sauce here too is divine. It tasted
of a unique blend of sweet, a little
spicy and of peanut flavor. It even
has bits of peanut in it.
A CHEAP EAT
The staff at Mooncake is young,
warm and friendly. The restaurant
also has a NO-MSG policy, which
definitely makes you feel guilt-free
when consuming their tasty food.
If planning a visit here, it is best
to come after 3 p.m. to avoid the
lunch-hour crowd. Overall, with its
wide selection, creative twists, and
cheap prices, Mooncake Foods is
sure to become a frequent destination for cheap eats.
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Do you believe the backlash and controversy over
Baruch’s freshmen required reading is warranted?
Voice your opinion to tickeroped@yahoo.com

FROM THE WEBSITE

EDITOR’S LETTER

Freshmen textbook stirs controversy
BY PETER SIPSAS

On the plus side, your op-ed is very well
written albeit a little skimp on the facts. Out
of curiosity, did you read the book in it’s entirety?
I’m fully aware that you’re writing about
Baruch’s administration requiring this book
for first-years and not the actual Middle East
conflict itself. You should, however, practice what you preach and substantiate your
claims as much as you can within the context of an op-ed piece.
If you’re going to single out instances of
alleged bias in the book, you should legitimize your claim by bringing facts to the table
instead of an “everybody-knows-that’s-nottrue” one-liner.
Also, if you read the excerpt you chose
about the IDF, in the context of the book, it’s
clear that it is no generalization. No blanketstatement. No stereotype.
Think Haditha, Abu Gharib or Guantanamo Bay, except with Israel. No one is saying that all the U.S. soldiers are sick for the
actions of a few. Same thing with the excerpt
you, oh-so-cleverly, chose to include in your
op-ed piece.
Essentially, you are making big waves in
shallow water.

In reference to Joel Ney’s article “Required
reading is political, offensive” from Summer
Issue 2.
It’s ironic that in all of your unsubstantiated accusations of stereotyping and readbetween-the-lines racism, you generalize
and over-simplify many of the points the
author makes.
In reference to the author’s comments
about IDF, you write: “Anyone who can honestly examine the Middle East conflict knows
that this is wildly false.”
At best, that’s intellectually dishonest.
At worst, it’s agenda-driven misinformation: the same kind that you, without cited
fact, criticize in your editorial. You clearly
chose that specific passage, because it helps
you make your point by sensationalizing an
otherwise valid opinion. Google “IDF killed
children”, “IDF purposely killed children”
etc., and it’s not just the hard-left blogs that
are writing about it, Joel.
Do I believe that to be true? It’s possible.
I can’t say I know for sure and quite frankly,
neither can you. So, to stifle the discussion
and debate of anything that criticizes Israel
is not fair.

The new freshmen textbook of 2006: War Is a
Force That Gives Us Meaning, by Chris Hedges.

THE FLIP SIDE

Technology takes a toll on society
JACQUELINE CHANCER

tions. Text messages. They allow us to communicate with other people in situations,
where we might not normally be able to do
so. It is all quite convenient. But, stop just a
minute. Look at the speech used in text messages. Communication between people has
been reduced to a point that has not only
ruined the English language but belittled interactions. The text messaging phenomena
has created informal statements that have
no sense of originality and ridicule true relationships. Text messages are devoid of true
feelings that at least the telephone salvaged.
This trend has become rampant in recent
years.
Internet chatting. They allow us to hold
multiple conversations at once. They also
allow people to keep in contact with one another at a cheaper rate. However, it gives an

Look at the world today. Society has
come a long way since the Stone Age. People
are no longer confined by boundaries. Technology has made communication easier.
Cell phones, text messages, Internet chatting, MySpace, Facebook, and Blogs have
all in there own way eliminated the barriers that once existed. But has anyone ever
stopped to think about the toll technology
has wrought on the English language? Or the
distance that such elements create amongst
people? Or, perhaps, the toll technology has
taken on society?
Cell phones. They allow us to keep in
contact with people when away from landlines. They come in handy when you are lost
on the highway and desperately need direc-

illusion of friendship. Internet chatting creates impersonal relationships, which devalue social interaction. It is common to have
more AIM buddies than actual friends. What
ever happened to face-to-face interaction?
Chatting will push the old form of communication into extinction. People will no longer
develop the social skills needed to succeed
at personal interaction. At my summer job,
co-workers just a cubicle away didn’t even
speak to one another, they e-mailed or chatted via the company chatting network.
Technology has its benefits, but what will
happen to society? It will leave individuals
computer literate, but unable to handle society. Individuals will grow up well prepared
for the business world, and their future careers, but how will they be able to truly connect with each other? Only time will tell.

As the realization that I am about to embark on my senior year of college sinks in,
I find myself slightly disillusioned at how
quickly the years have passed. I remember
taking placement
exams, hoping that
my poor math skills
would save me from
calculus exams and
keep me close to
the English classes
I excelled in in high
school. I remember
feeling proud and
independent for
FROM THE EIC
choosing to take on
ADRIENNE RAYSKI
this big city during
my college years.
But mostly, I remember anxiously anticipating “another four years of schooling.”
I’m pursuing a journalism major, so I
knew I had to join the school paper, if nothing more than to get some experience editing and writing. I didn’t expect to find anything that would open my eyes too much
– but my experience at The Ticker certainly
has, and not just in regards to editing or
writing. Taking on this position has helped
me effectuate time management, budgeting, people skills, and cement friendships
and relationships. It has given me an outlet
to express creative energy and to experience
my ambitions first hand. More importantly, it has helped me realize that there’s no
reason to rush this invaluable, short-lived
time in my life. Rather than itching to get
out, why not try to appreciate and soak in
the class discussions and lectures, revel in
social time with fellow students, and experience the full spectrum of what college has
to offer?
I know that I am not the only college
student to feel this sense of “awakening”
towards the end of my time in school—perhaps that is simply part of the experience,
part of discovering who you really are. It’s
never too late to feel this way, to see a higher
value in education and self-discovery, my
only hesitation now is that I have to leave so
soon!
To all new Baruch students, and to those
who have returned for another year, I hope
you can find joy in your time here. Keep
reading The Ticker, we’ve changed things
up a bit and are hoping to help bridge a
connection between student and campus.
I warmly welcome suggestions, comments,
complaints, and participation in making
our all-student run paper a success. Here’s
to a fantastic new school year, Baruch!

Nonprofit responds to Baruch’s freshmen text
THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF
TRUSTEES AND ALUMNI
As first-year students arrive this week at
Baruch College, they are getting their first
lesson—in indoctrination, not orientation.
Baruch’s mandatory freshman reading program leaves them little room to disagree with
the views of an author who claims the United
States is “addicted to war.” Baruch’s president has ignored the request of the American
Council of Trustees and Alumni to address
the problem.
“Freshmen at Baruch are not getting what
they deserve,” noted ACTA president Anne D.
Neal. “In their very first assignment, instead
of teaching them how to think, Baruch is telling them what to think.”
The book’s author, Chris Hedges, claims
that the United States is “addicted to war.” On

an official website, Baruch supplies questions
on which it encourages students and faculty
to base their reading and discussion. Many
include politicized statements and then call
on students to explain why they agree—without giving them any chance to differ.
One weighted question, for example, asks
students to describe what “distortions in our
democracy have already taken place” since
9/11, requiring students to accept as settled
truth that such “distortions” have occurred.
Another notes Hedges’ discussion of humility and compassion. Students are then directed to list ways America has “moved away
from these virtues in the past decade.”
“It is standard procedure for professors to
present a thought-provoking view in a question and then ask students to agree or disagree,” Neal said. “But these questions leave
students no room to disagree. The picture
they paint of Baruch’s freshman reading pro-
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gram is a troubling one indeed.”
After receiving an inquiry from a concerned alumnus, ACTA wrote privately to
Baruch president Kathleen M. Waldron on
August 17, asking her to take immediate action to address these concerns. She has not
responded, and the questions are still posted
online.
As ACTA’s letter points out, Baruch’s use
of such one-sided questions ignores its students’ academic freedom. The American Association of University Professors’ 1915 “Declaration of Principles” warns faculty against
“taking unfair advantage of the student’s
immaturity by indoctrinating him with the
teacher’s own opinions before the student
has had an opportunity fairly to examine
other opinions upon the matters in question,
and before he has sufficient knowledge and
ripeness of judgment to be entitled to form
any definitive opinion of his own.”
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The opinions expressed on this
pages are those of the individual
writers, and do not necessarily
represent those of The Ticker. The
Ticker opinion page welcomes
submissions from students and
faculty.They can be e-mailed to
tickeroped@yahoo.com or delivered
to the Ticker office on the third floor
of the Vertical Campus, Room 3-290.
Letters must be signed and will

appear as space permits. The word
limit is 400 words. Essays must be
300 - 750 words. The editor reserves
the right to edit and condense
submmissions for length as well
as clarity.
The author’s name is usually
published but may be withheld for
compelling reasons, at the editor’s
discretion. All submissions are
subject to an editorial board vote.

“The AAUP’s statement surely was written
with college freshmen in mind,” Neal concluded. “We hope Baruch will remember that
academic freedom is not only a right, but also
a responsibility.”
The American Council of Trustees and Alumni is a national education nonprofit dedicated
to academic freedom, academic quality, and
accountability. ACTA has a network of trustees
and alumni around the country, including those
from the City University of New York. ACTA has
issued numerous reports on higher education including A Failure to Set High Standards: CUNY’s
General Education Requirements, How Many
Ward Churchills?, Intellectual Diversity: Time for
Action, The Hollow Core, and Losing America’s
Memory: Historical Illiteracy in the 21st Century.
For further information, contact ACTA at (202)
467-6787.

ABOUT US
The Ticker is published weekly by the Ticker
editorial staff at:
One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010
All work except printing is done by Baruch
students. All contributions and letters are
welcome. Our office is open during regular
school hours. Any display or advertising

questions should be directed to the
advertising manager, at the above address
or ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Please direct all other inquires to:
ticker@baruch.cuny.edu or you can reach
us at (646) 312-4710. The Ticker welcomes
comments and suggestions as well as
information about error.
Volume 90, Issue 1
Established 1932
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Sports
THE TICKER

Schedule
Women’s Volleyball
9/7 - Ramapo College at
Baruch 7:30 p.m.
9/9 – 9/10 – Baruch at SUNY
Old Westbury Tournament
Men’s Cross Country
9/10 - Baruch Invitational 11 a.m.
Women’s Cross Country

9/10 - Baruch Invitational 10 a.m.
Women’s Tennis
9/9 - Baruch at SUNY
Plattsburgh Time TBD
Men’s Soccer
9/6 - William Paterson at Baruch 6 p.m.
9/9 - Baruch at SUNY
Plattsburgh 2:30 p.m.

How to
become
a Bearcat

MEN’S SOCCER

Soccer
goodwill
tour to
Africa

BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SPORTS EDITOR

Welcome new and returning students, I’m sure many
of you know of our vast and
impressive Athletic and Recreation Complex, but did you
also know Baruch fields some
of the best athletic teams in
the CUNYAC League?
Last year, five Bearcat teams
reached the playoffs, including the women’s basketball
team, who won their first ever
NCAA Tournament game in
CUNYAC and Baruch history.
Five Bearcat teams also
won CUNYAC Championship
titles, allowing Baruch to win
its first ever CUNYAC Commissioner’s Cup, the award
presented to the most successful CUNY senior college
athletic program during the
2005-2006 year.
Joining one of these competitive teams is only a matter of knowing who to contact
and where to try out. One of
the best places to start is going to the first level of the ARC,
and there you can talk to one
of the Athletics staff members.
The Baruch Athletics website
also contains an impressive
amount of information pertaining to coaches contact
info as well as approaching
tryout dates.
You must first meet the basic requirements to join a athletic team: you must be a full
time undergraduate student
and have a cumulative GPA
of 2.0 or higher. You have four
years of eligibility for each
sport, and you must complete
those four years within your
first ten semesters. Graduate
students may compete provided they have not completed 10
semesters.
Most of the fall semester
teams will be holding tryouts
over the next few weeks.

TRYOUTS
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL: Contact head
coach Allison Gunther at 646-312-4562 or by
email at Allison_Gunther@baruch.cuny.edu.
MEN’S SOCCER: Contact Dima Kamenshchik
at 646-312-5049 or Dimop@aol.com.
WOMEN’S TENNIS: Contact Florin
Guiglescu at 212-262-5427 or
master10spro@hotmail.com.
CROSS COUNTRY: For women’s individual
tryouts contact Brenda Gonzalez at
gsmina2@aol.com or Jacques Noseal
at JacquesNoseal@gmail.com.
CHEERLEADING: Tryouts will be on
September 9 10a.m. to 1p.m. and September
16 10a.m. to 1p.m. on the B3 level of the
Vertical Campus, both dates are mandatory.
Contact Hanna Burris at 917-287-9691
or hanna_burris@baruch.cuny.edu.
BASEBALL: Interest meeting on Tuesday,
September 5 at 1p.m. in the Athletic
Department Conference Room, level B1,
call 646-312-5052 or JBT109@aol.com.
SOFTBALL: Interest meeting on Thursday,
September 14 at 6p.m. in the Athletic
Department Conference Room, level
B1, contact Coach Negroni at 347-7235097 or coachjose23@aol.com.

MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SPORTS EDITOR

VICTOR CHU I THE TICKER

Baruch’s Athletic Hall of Fame, located in the VC entrance to the gym.

Baruch stars unite in Hall of Fame
MICHAEL WURSTHORN
SPORTS EDITOR

As many of you return from
a long and relaxing summer,
I’m sure you’ll notice the addition of Baruch’s new Hall of
Fame located along the wall at
the entrance of the ARC. Here
Baruch’s greatest athletes and
coaches are immortalized for
their dedication and success
during their time here.
The Inaugural Hall of Fame
Dinner took place on June 8,
in the Vertical Campus; guests
dined and looked on as the
2006 inductees were called up
and presented with their Hall
of Fame plaques. Many of the
inductees were former all-stars
and coaches who rose above all
others.
Some honored at the ceremony were Burt Beagle, class
of ’56, for his stellar work as the
statistician for the men’s basketball team. Since 1968, Beagle
has worked 930 consecutive
games through the 2005-2006
season. Beagle had also served
as sports information director,
school historian, and as the associate basketball coach.
Yvetee
Forges-Caraballo,
class of ’93, won an impressive
total of 15 cheerleading championships as a player or coach;

she also served as the team’s
choreographer from 1988 until 2002. Forges-Caraballo had
won every championship during her eleven years of conference competition.
Harvery Jackson was honored for his outstanding career
as Director of SEEK Transfers
and Academic Counselor. Harvey was also the coach of men’s
basketball from 1976-78.
Sean McGee, class of ’96, was
named a three-time CUNYAC
All-Star. As a senior McGee was
named CUNYAC MVP, Honorable Mention All-American,
and CUNYAC Scholar-Athlete
of the Year.
Rodger Miller, graduate of
’85, was a four year starter on
the men’s basketball team from
’79-’83, he played in 94 games
and averaged 16.4 points per
game during his career. Miller,
voted CUNYAC MVP in his senior year, led his team to the
CUNYAC Championship and
an ECAC postseason berth.
Al Peredo created the men’s
and women’s fencing programs
at Baruch. Peredo coached an
Olympic foil fencer to the 1984
Olympic Games in Los Angeles,
as well as a runner-up in the
NCAA National Championship.
As an administrator, he helped
supervise the immense success

of the athletic program.
Narces Phanor, class of ’95,
was the first Baruch male athlete named CUNYAC all-star in
two sports. Phanor led the basketball, soccer, and volleyball
teams as their captain.
Sybil Smith, class of ’95, is a
three time basketball and one
time volleyball MVP for the CUNYAC; Smith won the NCAA ’95
Div. III Rebounding title (23.8)
and finished second in scoring (21.1) for basketball. Smith
was awarded as the Hudson
Valley MVP twice, to date there
has been no greater two-sport
women’s athlete in Baruch’s
history.
Hilary Williams, class of ’91,
is a two time CUNYAC basketball MVP. Williams was the
first women’s player to record a
triple-double, and is the women’s basketball all-time leader
in scoring (1.830), rebounding
(1,342), and steals (477). She is
remembered as one of the most
dominant players in Baruch
history.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, the inductees proudly
watched as their plaques were
unveiled at the ARC entrance,
immortalizing
their
great
achievements, and serving as
inspiration for current and future athletes.

Baruch students, Thomas
Murdoch, senior, and Caner
Yilmaz, junior, joined 18 other
CUNY soccer players, in the 4th
annual CUNYAC Goodwill tour.
The tour sends athletes from
CUNY overseas in order to build
cultural relationships and expand their cultural knowledge.
From July 25 to August 6,
the tour consisted of exhibition
matches against Cape Town and
Johannesburg local teams. Soccer clinics in which the CUNY
athletes trained South Africans,
and a stop by the Johannesburg hospital where the athletes
brought immeasurable joy to the
children of South Africa, many of
whom were infected with HIV.
Aside from brightening the
lives of South African children,
the athletes visited the Nelson Mandela Museum and the
Pisansberg National Park, giving
them an unforgettable educational experience.
Since South Africa has already
been selected as the host country
for the 2010 World Cup, it provided further excitement when
seeing various locations that will
eventually host one of the most
popular sporting events in the
world.
When it came time for the
players to return home, they
didn’t only return having a
greater understanding of South
African culture and everyday
life, but with a greater sense of
dignity after doing so much good
for the Children of South Africa,
something more rememberable
throughout their lives then any
championship.

IGGY’S SPORTS SPEAK

Fantasy football fanatics rejoice!
Another exciting NFL season
is now upon us and thousands
of fans are focusing on building a super fantasy roster for
bragging rights. Many fantasy
players think success in fantasy football proves a superior
knowledge of the NFL and the
game of football as a whole.
Fantasy football should be
fun and make the NFL season
that much more enjoyable.
There are no perfect formulas
to pick a team of players that
guarantees a championship in
your league. Everything rides
on players’ performances and
ability to stay injury free.
I am now in my eighth year
of playing fantasy football and
I have noticed many trends that
usually ensure me a place in
the fantasy post season. I have
assembled just over 50 fantasy
teams and have come in first
with 31 of them. So, I’m going to
go over my method to success
and my opinions on positions

and their place on your team.
My first focus is on the running
backs. A duo of premier running
backs is a very dangerous weapon
to have on
your
roster.
Last year, I
went
undefeated for 10
straight weeks
because I had
Shaun Alexander and Tiki
Barber starting. I eventu- IGOR GORODETSKY
ally won the
league because IGGY’S
that duo, along SPORTS
with Carson SPEAK
Palmer
was
too much for anybody in the game
to handle. This brings me to quarterbacks, and the burning Manning
question.
In my opinion, do not make
Peyton Manning your first pick.
This is simply because you will be
scrambling for a top running back

later on, and quality backs disappear quickly. There are seven feature backs in this year’s draft. Make
sure you pick one up if you are in
a position to do so. If not then pick
up Manning and try your luck with
other proven running backs and
maybe a Reggie Bush is worth the
gamble.
Wide Receivers are also critical
but I think that two running backs
and a quarterback should be picked
up first. A solid tight end is also key
and can pick up the meager points
differentiating a win from a loss.
A kicker is important for that
same reason but should probably
wait until your starting offense is
secured.
The defense is a little trickier to
choose. This is a leap of faith where
even rankings can deceive a fantasy player. Opponents and statistics
have to be studied and even then
the unexpected may happen.
For defenses, the top 15 ranked
teams should be a safer pick. Meaning that you should not panic and

rush to pick up a number one defense early. Defenses should be left
for the later rounds but before you
pick up your kicker.
This year my experimental team
has Ronnie Brown and LaMont Jordan as my feature backs. Jake Delhomme is my starting QB backed
up by Drew Bledsoe. My wide receivers are Joe Horn, Javon Walker
and Keenan McCardell. My tight
end is Todd Heap and my kicker is
Shayne Graham. Fortunately I was
also able to pick up the Panthers
defense later in the draft than expected.
So, keep these pointers in mind
when you build your team this
year I emphasize this especially for
those who are deciding to try fantasy football for the first time.
I’ll be sure to keep everyone
posted on my team throughout the
season, as well, so you can see how
my strategy works out. Enjoy what
promises to be a star-studded NFL
season. I know I will.
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Meet The Ticker Editorial Board
ADRIENNE RAYSKI

NATALIA DIAZ

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
SENIOR

MANAGING EDITOR
SENIOR

I’m pursuing a career in journalism, so I write about everything! I’m a
reporter for New York Tails Pet magazine, write a weekly column for
thesyn.com, and have interviewed many up and coming artists for various
publications. This is my first year as EIC and I’m very excited for what’s to
come.

I joined The Ticker as a sophomore and I can say that I have learned
a lot more things here than in many of my classes. Seeing my work
printed every Monday morning made me realize my true passion lays
in publishing. My other passions include tree-hugging, map browsing,
people watching, coconut anything, and typography.

SHELLEY NG

JACQUELINE CHANCER

NEWS EDITOR
JUNIOR

ARTS EDITOR
SOPHOMORE

I have been with The Ticker since Fall 2005. I have a strong interest
in organic chemistry and forensic science (and that’s before CSI made
it cool). I love being outdoors, basking in sunlight and breathing fresh
air. In my spare time, you can catch me with my nose in a book.

I believe that art comes in all forms. Art isn’t merely a book,
a film, or a picture on a wall — it is a way of life. I am a
very visual person and appreciate beauty in all forms.

JESSICA BAPTISTE

JANA KASPERKEVIC

LEISURE EDITOR
JUNIOR

FEATURES EDITOR
SOPHOMORE

I am an avid fashion enthusiast who takes pleasure in glossy magazines,
pink clothing, making people smile, white chocolate, and of course,
writing. I also enjoy talking, so please come and chat the next time you
see me! My best college moments have been because of The Ticker, from
great friendships to crazy Friday night conversations!

I love people and I can’t imagine my life without them, but
sometimes the voices in my head and the characters they
belong to make for a better company. So if I ever pass you
by lost in thought, forgive me, for I am with them.

JULIAN ARENZON

MICHAEL WURSTHORN

OPED EDITOR
JUNIOR

SPORTS EDITOR
SOPHOMORE

As the lesser known brother of Romulus and Remus, I fancied the taste of
Coyote milk rather than Wolf milk. Here in The Ticker, the staff is like family
and I as the oldest member am ignored, talked down to, forgotten and, on
occasion, changed.

I swim and work most of my time. I enjoy going to Shea stadium to
heckle the Mets players and fans, because we all know that they’re a
second rate baseball team. It’s also cheaper to watch a Met game than
a Yankee game — you need to pay good money to see real baseball.

VICTOR CHU

DAVID DELEON

PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
SENIOR

COPY EDITOR
POSSIBLE SOPHOMORE

I write and perform stand-up comedy and direct, act and produce
New York Chity, a short comedy show. I also starred in Indiana Jones,
as the stunt-man for the Chinese kid. I received a humble score of 132
on a Karaoke machine before it broke down due to my stellar singing
goodness.

“And doubled strokes, like dreaded thunders threat- For all for prayse and
honour he did fight. Both stricken strike, and beaten both do beat, That from
their shields forth flyeth firie light, And helmets hewen deepe, shew marks
of eithers might. So th’one for wrong, the other striues for right. As when a
Gryfon seized of his pray, A Dragon fiers encountreth in his flight.”
What will befall the valiant knight? Stay tuned for the next episode —

DOV GIBOR

LAUREN LOEFFEL

COPY EDITOR
SENIOR

COPY EDITOR
SENIOR

In addition to his duties at The Ticker, Dov is editor-in-chief for Encounters
Magazine. When not editing and promoting the literary arts, he enjoys
cooking, reading and walks along the beach. As The Ticker’s eldest
member, he is often relied upon for sagely wisdom and advice. Alas, this
will be his last semester here before he graduates and returns to the
doldrums of working 9 to 5.

I am currently interning at Scholastic and copy editing children’s books,
including my childhood favorite, Clifford. I wear my sunglasses at night
and I all too often use my outside voice inside.

HEATHER SCHULTZ

ROBERT BENIMOFF

COPY EDITOR
JUNIOR

PHOTOGRAPHER
SENIOR

In hopes of making new friends and expanding my knowledge of the
journalism field, I joined The Ticker last semester. I have always felt like an
“outsider” in the various groups I joined over the years, but everyone here
makes me feel like part of the family. I enjoy singing Michael Jackson or
Madonna songs at the karaoke bar, logging onto MySpace.com a million
times a day and buying every panda stuffed animal in the world.

I have been taking pictures professionally for two years, however, above
all, I love shooting for The Ticker, and laud it as the most fun I have had at
any job … ever.

BEN PREUSS

MARK EMMANUEL ONYENYILI

BUSINESS MANAGER/WEBMASTER
SENIOR

ADVERTISING MANAGER
JUNIOR

I’ve been at Baruch since the start of my college career as a freshman
in 2003. I am Co-Founder and President of a web development and
marketing firm named Static Labs (http://www.static-labs.com). I take
life as it comes and enjoy kicking back and listening to music.

Mark Emmanuel is a true sui-generis born and raised in Manchester City,
England. Mark is a British-Nigerian obsessed with traveling, Man United
& British hip-hop. I feel honored to be part of a newspaper that sets
standards.
To place ads, please send an to e-mail ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
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